Effect of the antiglucocorticoid agent RU 38486 on the dexamethasone inhibition of Friend cell differentiation.
Glucocorticoid hormones are known to inhibit the erythroid differentiation of Friend cells. The mechanism of action of these hormones has been questioned, and results suggesting an action not involving the nuclear binding of the receptors have been published. We have used the antiglucocorticoid RU 38486 to block the inhibitory effect of dexamethasone on the induced differentiation of Friend cells. Our results strongly suggest a glucocorticoid action involving the binding of classical receptors to the cell nucleus.